HIST1971 Take-Home Exam Rubric
Each of the two essays will be graded in these categories:

	
	A
	B
	C
	D 
	F

	
Knowledge 
of lecture content
(3 points)
	Explains key concepts from lectures with consistent clarity and accuracy. Includes specific and relevant details with minimal errors.
	Explains key concepts from lectures with clarity and accuracy in most cases. Includes specific and relevant details with few errors.
	Explains key concepts from lectures with clarity and accuracy in some cases. Details are included but are sometimes vague and/or irrelevant, or there are too few of them.
	Key concepts from lectures are not explained with clarity or accuracy. Some details are included, but they are mostly vague and/or irrelevant, or there are very few of them.
	No effort to explain key concepts. No specific, relevant details included.

	

Argument
(3 points)
	Argument is very logical and convincing. Essay question is answered directly. Thesis statement expresses the argument with excellent clarity.
	Argument is mostly logical and convincing. Essay question is answered directly. Thesis statement expresses the argument with good clarity.
	Argument is partly logical and convincing. Argument responds to the essay question, but indirectly. Thesis statement expresses argument with partial clarity.
	Argument is neither logical nor convincing. Essay question is not answered. Thesis statement is unclear and/or difficult to identify.
	No argument. No thesis statement.

	Synthesis of topics
(2 points)
	Makes several logical and meaningful connections between topics in different lectures.
	Makes multiple connections between topics in different lectures. Connections are mostly logical and meaningful.
	Makes at least one connection between topics in different lectures. Connections are sometimes illogical and/or trivial.
	Makes at least one connection between topics in different lectures, but the connections are illogical and/or trivial.
	No connections between topics in different lectures.

	
Writing Style
(2 points)
	Writing is consistently clear, precise, and concise. Almost entirely free of grammatical errors.
	Writing is generally clear, precise, and concise. Few grammatical errors.
	Writing sometimes lacks clarity, precision, and/or concision. Some grammatical errors.
	Writing consistently lacks clarity, precision, and/or concision. Many grammatical errors.
	The essay is unintelligible. 



